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May 11, 2020 
 
Honorable Elaine Chao 
Secretary of Transportation 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
RE: BUILD Grant application for Tulsa Community River Corridor Connections Project 
 
Dear Secretary Chao: 
 
The City of Tulsa is pleased to partner with the City of Jenks and INCOG, to submit an 
application for BUILD grant funding for a project that truly has local and regional 
significance.  The project combines two elements that are high priorities for the City of 
Tulsa - - infrastructure investments to encourage and support active transportation to 
promote healthy lifestyles and provide transportation choices and river development.  
 
The Arkansas River is Tulsa’s defining physical feature and provides an opportunity to be 
an economic driver for our future. Tulsa and our regional partners have been focused on 
river development since the approval of a community-based Arkansas River Corridor 
Vision Master Plan nearly 15 years ago. We have developed a world class trail system 
along portions of the corridor, but it is not continuous and does not connect to emerging 
destinations. We have witnessed the construction and opening of The Gathering Place 
Tulsa, a $250M  privately funded park, along the river which was gifted to the City of 
Tulsa and recently named as one of the World’s 100 Greatest Places to visit by Time 
Magazine. 
 
The City’s vision currently extends to working with our local partners to fund the 
construction of a south Tulsa/Jenks low water dam to create another river lake along the 
Arkansas River.   While the low water dam and pedestrian bridge linking both sides of the 
river will be locally funded, the BUILD grant will improve, extend and connect the river 
trail system to the pedestrian bridge across the river and add trail amenities providing safe 
access for pedestrians and cyclists and an improved user experience.      
 
We recognize that our cities future depends on creating great public spaces and providing 
access to them.  This project goes to the heart of USDOT’s BUILD grant emphasis on 
improved access to reliable, safe, and affordable transportation by improving 
infrastructure condition, addressing public health and safety and promoting regional 
connectivity.  
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When visitors come to Tulsa, one of the first things they notice is the sense of community 
and the spirit of working together through collaboration and partnerships that exists within 
our region.  We look forward to partnering with USDOT on this project of local and 
regional significance.   
 
Best regards, 

 
G.T. Bynum 
Mayor 
City of Tulsa  

 
 





 
 

 

May 11, 2020 

Honorable Elaine Chao 

Secretary of Transportation 

U.S. Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Ave., SE 

Washington, DC 20590 

 

RE: Support for Tulsa Community River Corridor Connections Project BUILD Grant 

Application 

 

Dear Secretary Chao, 

 

We are thrilled to partner with the Indian Nations Council of Governments (INCOG), our regions 

Metropolitan Planning Organization, and other regional stakeholders on the Tulsa Community 

River Corridor Connections Project to improve and extend the regions trail system and connect 

more people to commercial and entertainment districts in Jenks and Tulsa 

 

The City of Jenks will commit $2,830,045 of local funding which was approved by Jenks voters 

in 2016 through our Vision Jenks Capital Improvement Program to the project.  Paired with the 

commitment of funds by the City of Tulsa and INCOG, these funds represent the match for the 

proposed $19,747,456 BUILD grant for the Tulsa Community River Corridor Connections BUILD 

Project. 

We will work closely with INCOG and the other project partners to complete the River Corridor 

Connections Project in an expeditious manner. The City of Jenks has significant experience with 

federal transportation grants and we will secure needed design services and let the construction 

projects within the City of Jenks. Once completed, the City of Jenks will maintain the trail and 

trail amenities. 

Please accept this letter of support and financial commitment from the City of Jenks for INCOG’s 

Tulsa Community River Corridor Connections Project. Again, the City of Jenks is pleased to 

cosponsor this application with the City of Tulsa as this truly is a project of local regional 

significance. We look forward to starting this project and the positive impact it will have for our 

residents and visitors when it is completed.  

 

Sincerely, 

 
Robert Lee, Mayor 

City of Jenks  

 

CITY OF JENKS 
211 NORTH ELM STREET  ●    P.O. BOX 2007 

JENKS, OKLAHOMA 74037-2007 
PHONE (918) 299-5883   ●    FAX (918) 299-4489 













“The mission of the Oklahoma Department of Transportation is to provide a safe, economical, and  
effective transportation network for the people, commerce and communities of Oklahoma.” 

 
AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
May 11, 2020 
 
 
 
Honorable Elaine Chao 
Secretary of Transportation 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
Dear Secretary Chao, 
 
The Oklahoma Department of Transportation (ODOT) is pleased to send this letter in support 
of the application by the Indian Nations Council of Governments (INCOG) for the Tulsa 
Community River Corridor Connections Project. We are confident INCOG has the capacity and 
foresight to manage this project from beginning to end in a timely and efficient manner. 
 
The core focus of the Connections Project is to construct needed multi-use trails to fill gaps 
that surround a growing, economically competitive area which is in need of safe alternative 
transportation options. Portions of this project include relocating a highly used pedestrian 
crossing away from a busy city street and turnpike intersection to better protect both trail users 
and nearby traffic.  
 
Our staff is experienced in expediting environmental reviews through our relationships with the 
Federal Highway Administration Division Office. ODOT will commit to completing the 
environmental review for the project to enable the cities of Jenks and Tulsa to let the project in 
a timely manner. 
 
We look forward to partnering with INCOG and the USDOT on this BUILD project. Should you 
have any questions regarding this letter of support, please do not hesitate to contact us. Thank 
you again for your consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Tim J. Gatz 
Secretary of Transportation 
Executive Director 

Office of the Executive Director 
Tim J. Gatz 
200 NE 21st St. 
Oklahoma City, OK  73105 
(405) 522-1800  







 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rep. Lonnie Sims, 
District 68 

Proudly serving: 
Tulsa & Creek County 

 

Committee Member: 
County & Municipal Government 

(Vice-Chairman) 
A&B Transportation 

Insurance 
Public Health 

 

April 29, 2020 
 
Honorable Elaine Chao 
Secretary of Transportation 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
Dear Secretary Chao, 
 
For fifteen years, I have proudly been a dedicated public servant in the Jenks Community, serving 
as a Planning Commissioner, City Councilman and Mayor. I feel fortunate to now serve a broader 
constituency in the Oklahoma State Legislature and push for positive changes. In addition to 
Jenks, I now proudly represent the municipalities of Tulsa, Sand Springs, Oakhurst, Glenpool and 
Sapulpa. Supporting INCOG’s Tulsa Community River Corridor Connections Project is one of 
those positive changes. 
 
This community supported project furthers my vision, which is to make Jenks and the surrounding 
communities the best place to raise a family. Expanding the connections from Turkey Mountain 
Urban Wilderness to Jenks’ River Walk, the Oklahoma Aquarium, Main Street Jenks and the new 
outlet mall, which is under construction, will be a game changer for the community of Jenks. The 
new multi-use trail will allow families who live off of the new trail the ability to ride a bike to these 
economic and entertainment drivers. 
 
In addition, due to the COVID-19 virus, the citizens of our region have shown that there is high 
demand for additional trail mileage. Like other regions, the usage of our regional trail system has 
increased many-fold, and I foresee this momentum continuing even when life goes back to 
“normal.” 
 
I look forward to seeing this project realized, and I hope USDOT understands the importance our 
trail system has on the entire region, not just those cities whose borders touch the river corridor. 
Again, I whole heartedly support INCOG’s grant application, and I urge favorable consideration of 
this important regional project. 
 
Regards, 
 

 
Rep. Lonnie Sims 
District 68 

State Capitol Building, 2300 N. Lincoln Blvd., Oklahoma City, OK  73105-4805 
(405)557-7340 Office  

Lonnie.sims@okhouse.gov 





 

May 5, 2020  Honorable Elaine Chao Secretary of Transportation U.S. Department of Transportation 1200 New Jersey Ave., SE Washington, DC 20590   Dear Secretary Chao:  We are most pleased to submit a letter of support for the Tulsa Community River 
Corridor Connections Project. This project submitted by INCOG, our Regional Metropolitan Planning Organization and co-sponsored by Tulsa, Jenks, and the Muscogee Creek Nation exemplifies the can-do spirit and the value of regional partnerships that the Tulsa area is known for.  It offers regional significance in-terms of economic development, safety, and quality of life for urban and rural residents within the Tulsa metropolitan region of Northeastern Oklahoma.  
Tulsa Community River Corridor Connections Project investments represent a regionally significant and transformative project that addresses one of our region’s key economic development barriers: safe transportation. This project constructs safe, off-street bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure that connect area residents to jobs, services, and regionally significant destinations. Included in these are 3 of the 4 largest tourism destinations in the Tulsa region: The Oklahoma Aquarium, Turkey Mountain Urban Wilderness and the nearby Gathering Place Tulsa. Combined, these destinations greatly contribute to our local economy through jobs and tourism. By improving access for all modes of travel to and between these locations, as well as improving facilities and public access to the Arkansas River flowing through our region, we are able to build upon our local and region assets and better position our economic future for Northeastern Oklahoma.   This project, and associated partnerships, are creating safe and efficient transportation options for our residents to access the many regional tourism and quality of life destinations that fuel our economy. As a regional chamber of commerce, we view increased safe and accessible transportation as a key economic development strategy to improve our citizens’ access to job opportunities and strengthen our community’s health and quality of life. The absence of safe and connected transportation opportunities has been a persistent barrier 



 

for our citizens: so much so that we have made increased alternative transportation options a goal of our economic development strategy, Tulsa’s Future III, and our Workforce Analysis Project.  We fully support the City of Tulsa and the City of Jenks in their effort to improve safety, economic development, and quality of life in Northeastern Oklahoma through the Tulsa 
Community River Corridor Connections Project. We look forward to USDOT partnering with our region to make this project a reality.  Sincerely,  

  Michael S. Neal, CCE, CCD, HLM President & Chief Executive Officer Tulsa Regional Chamber  
 

 

 

 







	

	

May	1,	2020	
	
Honorable	Elaine	Chao	
Secretary	of	Transportation	
U.S.	Department	of	Transportation	
1200	New	Jersey	Ave.,	SE	
Washington,	DC	20590	
	
	
Dear	Secretary	Chao:	
	
Jenks	Public	Schools	is	pleased	to	submit	a	letter	of	support	for	the	Tulsa	Community	
River	Corridor	Connections	Project.	Transportation	is	central	barrier	for	many	of	our	
students	to	safely	and	consistently	attend	classes	and	events.	This	project	symbolizes	the	
focus	of	the	Better	Utilizing	Investments	to	Leverage	Development	(BUILD)	Grant	program	
as	transportation	project	that	has	regional	significance	in-terms	of	safety	and	quality	of	life	
for	our	students	and	community	members	within	the	Jenks	school	district,	Jenks	
community	and	the	greater	Tulsa	region.	
	
Jenks	Public	Schools	is	committed	to	advocating	for	a	community	that	has	accessible	
transportation	for	all	its	students,	faculty,	and	staff.	We	believe	this	project	greatly	
improves	connection	between	our	schools	and	students	living	within	and	near	the	project	
area.	Most	of	Jenks	schools	campuses	are	within	a	half-mile	of	the	multiuse	path	project	
area	including	Jenks	High	School,	Jenks	Freshmen	Academy,	and	Jenks	Middle	School.	
There	are	over	3,600	students	at	the	high	school	and	freshmen	campus	alone.	The	Jenks	
school	district	spans	both	sides	of	the	Arkansas	River,	leading	to	a	great	need	for	safe	
alternative	transportation	facilities	that	serve	students	walking	and	on	bicycles.		
	
The	Tulsa	Community	River	Corridor	Connections	Project	components	are	essential	for	
our	students	to	access	their	traditional	school	campuses,	concurrent	enrollment	programs	
at	the	other	learning	institutions,	extracurricular	school	activities,	and	after	school	jobs	at	
businesses	in	the	Tulsa	metropolitan	area.		
	
We	fully	support	the	City	of	Jenks	and	the	City	of	Tulsa	in	their	effort	to	create	a	more	
livable,	walkable,	and	economically	viable	region	through	this	investment.	We	hope	USDOT	
will	recognize	our	need	of	safe	transportation	facilities	and	partner	with	our	region	to	
make	this	project	a	reality.	
	
	
Sincerely,	
	
Stacey	Butterfield,	Ed.D.		
Superintendent	
Jenks	Public	Schools	
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